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SYNOPSIS 

The Perfect Boy Myth is a film written and 

directed by Liberté Grace. This first film project 

for Grace, represents a collaboration between 

over 100 creatives from Australia, Los Angeles, 

New York, London, and Bulgaria; brought 

together to tell the story of the myth at heart of 

racism, and its connection to the fairy tales we 

still tell children today.

Isaac Harrison



dIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

Just as light can only be carved out of darkness, 
in order for meaning to exist, meaningless must 
exist; in order for love to exist, hate must exist.  

The Perfect Boy Myth explores these dualistic 
concepts, offering a new awareness, which 
transcends and frees both. 

- Liberté Grace

Tiarne Campiano



Kate Sherman who plays ‘The Orator’ is a 

multidisciplinary performer and performance-

maker who graduated from NIDA. In 2009, she 

co-founded independent performance 

company, ‘Cursing The Sea’. Kate has been 

commissioned to perform as a part of multiple 

local and international multimedia, film, and 

theatre performances at the STC, Performance 

space - Carriageworks, Legs on the Wall, and 

Campbelltown Arts Centre. In 2013, Kate won 

the Martin Bequest Travelling Scholarship and 

studied in New York with dance theatre 

company, Witness Relocation. 

KATE SHERMAN

lead

Kate Sherman



Pierre Le was taught to act and sing by his 
mother; a famous Vietnamese singer. Having 
experienced the horrors of bullying in real life, he 
was able to bring his experiences to the role of 
‘The Little Mouse’ with genuine and chilling 
accuracy.

PIERRE LE

Calvin Welch who plays ‘The Black-skinned 
Singer’ has worked as a session drummer in L.A 
between 1982-87. In 1970, he became a 
member of ‘The Mixed Bag’ led by Eddie Russ. 
He toured the US and Europe in the 1970’s with 
Eddie Russ and Sonny Sitt, with Bob Crawford’s 
‘Jazz Masters’, ‘The Patterns’, and Grant Green. 

CALVIN WELCH

sUPPORTING

Pierre Le

Calvin Welch



Over the last 20 years, Samantha, who plays 

‘The Mother’, has acquired varied credits on 

stage and in television and film. In 2004, she 

was nominated for a Green Room Award, for 

the Playbox production, God’s Last Acre. 

Samantha then portrayed Constable Kelly on 

Channel 7’s crime drama Blue Heelers for over 

two years, which saw her nominated for best 

female newcomer at the 2005 Logie Awards.

SAMANTHA TOLJ

    Samantha Tolj and Jacob Rosenberg



cREATIVES

Liberté Grace is a writer, director, and contemporary artist. Grace has received multiple 
awards in Australia and the US including; the Sutton Commercial Galleries Award (V.C.A), 
Chroma Australia Award (Gallery of NSW), the Lloyd Reeds Youth Memorial Commendation 
prize, Brett Ratner Scholarship (New York Film Academy), The Wallara Travelling Scholarship 
(V.C.A), and the Churchie National Emerging Art Prize. In 2014, Grace was shortlisted as part 
of the top 25 video artists selected by the international panel of the Arte Laguna Art Prize. 
She lives and works in Sydney and the US.

LIBERTé GRACE | WRITER & DIRECTOR

Joel Peterson is a graduate of AFTRS. As DOP and as a director he has more than 50 major 
documentary and drama productions to his credit covering social, political, environmental, 
and interpersonal themes. He has been nominated for Best Cinematography at the AFI 
Awards and has been awarded numerous highly commended certificates and a Golden 
Tripod from the ACS, as well as screen awards from US/International film festivals. As ACS, he 
won the Gold Award and Distinction for documentary 2/3 Sky and was 2nd unit DOP on Wim 
Wenders feature, Until The End of the World. 

JOEL PETERSON | DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY



Basil is a composer and sound designer, working in film, television, performing arts, music production, and 

installation. Basil has scored over 30 films, many of them screening in international film festivals with award 

wins and nominations, including the critically acclaimed feature film Romulus My Father, starring Eric Bana 

and Franka Potente (AFI nomination), and collaborated with Caitlin Yeo to create the haunting score for the 

Channel 7 tele-movie The Killing Field (APRA/AGSC Nomination). His prolific body of work in the 

performing arts includes the Dreamworks arena show How To Train Your Dragon as composer and 

arranger, working with Icelandic singer Jónsi (Sigur Rós) , director Nigel Jamieson, and  Jim Sharman 

(Rocky Horror Picture Show), just to name a few.

BASIL HOGIOS | MUSIC COMPOSER & SOUND DESIGNER

John has been crafting VFX for award-winning film and television as a Senior Compositor and VFX 

Supervisor for over a decade. He has worked with major studios such as Sony Pictures Imageworks, The 

Mill, MPC, Method Studios, Look Effects, and Brainstorm Digital. He was nominated in 2014 for a Visual 

Effects Society Award for Outstanding Compositing in a Commercial for his team's work on Sony 

PlayStation: Perfect Day. His work in television commercials extends to top agencies and leading brands 

such as Chevrolet, Budweiser, Sony PlayStation, Sega, and Nintendo.  Notable feature film projects 

include major motion pictures, such as Men in Black 3, The Amazing Spider-Man, Girl on a Train, Green 

Lantern, Darren Aronofsky's critically acclaimed thriller Black Swan, and the Academy-nominated sleeper 

hit Beasts of the Southern Wild. 

JOHN MANGIA | LEAD COMPOSITOR



Andrew is a seasoned art director and costume designer based in Berlin. He is a graduate of the fine arts 
course at UWS in his hometown of Sydney, Australia. Within a year, he was art directing for Sony Pictures at the 
age of 21. Film credits include art director of feature film Gabriel (2007), and Short Film Helen Horvitzʼs (2006). 
He was also a buyer dresser on television programs The Biggest Loser, Make Me A Supermodel, and Big 
Brother. Andrew worked closely on Australian hit childrenʼs program Hi-5 for four seasons and worked two 
years in-studio with Network 10, BBC, and ITV at Pinewood Studios.

ANDREW BOcXE | HEAD OF COSTUME

Michael Scott-Mitchell is one of Australia’s leading set designers and a prolific artist working across theatre, 
opera, dance, film, television, events, and exhibition design within Australia and internationally. His 
extensive credits include the new Broadway production of Dr Zhivago, Sydney Theatre Company’s 
production Switzerland and John Bell’s Tosca for Opera Australia. Michael created the set design for State 
Opera of South Australia’s Der Ring Des Nibelungen, which won the 2005 Helpmann Award for the Best 
Scenic Design and the 2005 Helpmann Award for Best Production. His contribution to the Australian 
performing arts has been recognised with numerous awards, including: 2015 APDG Award for Design on 
an Opera Production for Tosca, Opera Australia; 2015 APDG Highly Commended Award for Set Design 
for Stage for Storm Boy, Sydney Theatre Company; 2011 APDG Award for Design on a Theatre Production 
for La Fanciulla del West, State Opera of South Australia and West Australian Opera; 2011 APDG Highly 
Commended Award for Dr Zhivago, Gordon Frost Organisation; 2008 Green Room Award for Ying Tong, 
Sydney Theatre Company; and 2005 Helpmann Awards for the Best Scenic Design and Best Production 
for Der Ring Des Nibelungen, State Opera of South Australia. His other major work includes the Cauldron 
and Ceremonial Stage for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, the Opening Ceremony of the 2006 Asian 
Games in Doha and the opening ceremony of 2011 CHOGM in Perth. Michael’s Caldron from the Sydney 
Olympic games is the youngest heritage listed item in Australian history.

MICHAEL-SCOTT MITCHELL | PRODUCTION DESIGNER



reviews

“The Perfect Boy Myth was such a good work; strong, mature, and highly sophisticated. It’s gutsy and you can see her dedication to the project. In the 
production you can see her control over the art form, and I was impressed with her direction, especially in getting the actors to respond in a narrative 
that is quite abstract. 

There is a tension in the film. It is thought-provoking and the story leaves you guessing – which is a good thing. I have a feeling that Liberté will have a 
great future.”  

Roslyn Oxley, Owner of the Roslyn Oxley9 gallery on selecting The Perfect Boy Myth as winner of the Churchie National Emerging Art Prize 

“I’m writing you this letter to express my support for the concept of this unusual and interesting project The Perfect Boy Myth, which deals with themes 
that are very relevant indeed, with a valuable contribution to a worthy cause. The inter-relationship between different media, the inclusion of children, 
the reflection of their own concerns within the work, and the cross-cultural ambitions of the project are a very thoughtful and appropriate balance of 
creative theory and practice.” 

Shaun Tan, award-winning picture book author of The Rabbits with John Marsden and winner of the Children’s Book Council of Australia Picture Book 
of the Year Award 

“When I read the script, I realised the important significance of this character. He reminded me of some of the stories that my father and mother had 
told me, also some of my own experiences as a child growing up in America. Black and white, good and bad, dark and light. The good boys always wore 
white and bad boys always wore black. Here it is again: the black evil man that had to be tamed by the pure white man. The ‘Black-skinned Singer’ 
showed me strength. I was proud to be asked to do this role. It reminded me how it used to be and how far I’ve travelled. It also made me realise how 
far we still have to go. Well done, Liberté Grace. As a writer and director she was the perfect person to work with.” 

Calvin Welch, actor cast in the role of ‘The Black-skinned Singer’ in The Perfect Boy Myth 

“In the film South Pacific one of the characters sings, “You’ve got to be taught before it’s too late, to hate all the people your relatives hate - you’ve got to 
be carefully taught”. And this is true today just as much as it was back then. It begins with the children. The Perfect Boy Myth is teaching us another 
lesson, that tolerance can also be taught, before it’s too late. I back this project 100%” 

Joolee Eadie, Owner of Joolie Eadie Agency
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                                     parting words

The truth about racism is the same as the truth about war: it is an external conflict manifested as the result of an internal reality. 
  

Imagine a grand puzzle - one that represents all of humanity. Each and every individual is a puzzle piece of consciousness within it. All of the beliefs, 

attitudes and experiences each individual holds, contribute to the greater picture of the entire masterpiece. 

When I was 24, I asked the question “Why does Racism still exist?”  The answer is simple: We keep re-telling the same stories that embolden false and 

seductive notions of power. Racism and Sexism are merely excuses to exercise power over others, even though, at their heart; these notions have no 

actual basis in reality. It’s not that we don’t understand that those attitudes are false. It’s that, people use them to feel a sense of hierarchy over others. 

Until the stories we tell change; we are bound to repeat them. The only way to move beyond any story is to realise that it is a false fantasy and to tell 

entirely new stories from different perspectives. This helps to correct the imbalance of power - throughout the world. 

The Perfect Boy Myth remains as relevant to the current sociopolitical climate as ever. The charisma of the age-old story of the dark vs. the light continues 

to proliferate; promoting false ‘prophets’ into positions of power, using the engine of humanity’s primordial fears.   

But their time must and is coming to an end; as individuals awaken beyond the old hypnotic overlays of these ancient fairy-tales, stuck within the global 

psyche of humanity. This is the premise of the deceptively simple narrative of the The Perfect Boy Myth. 

Liberté Grace



THE END 
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